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UM HISTORIANS SEEK 
TO SAVE HISTORY
Spring cleaning is death on history, says Dr. K. Ross Toole, University of Montana 
Hammond professor of history.
Dr. Toole and the University of Montana Library have made it their job to collect and 
preserve Montana's records. Such records are the very meat of an historian's work and 
without them whole chunks of Montana history will be left to speculation.
Part of the problem lies with the spring cleaners, who get around to throwing out the 
ancestors' stuff that has been collecting dust in the attic for many years; the trunk in 
the closet; or the junk in the cellar.
Some of the problem, says Toole, lies in the very nature of our 20th century, scientific 
society.
The family that lives in the same house or city for more than 10 years is becoming a 
rarity, as opposed to the family of 50-years ago which seldom changed residence and tended 
to save almost everything.
As the mobility rate increases, the accumulation of diaries, letters and newspapers 
decreases and the space-consuming items are cast into the dump.
The cycle makes spring cleaning a success and history a guess.
The fate of family records at springtime, is duplicated in the case of business 
correspondence and ledgers, but for different reasons.
As businesses modernize their old buildings, build new ones or require more space, 
their business records of yesteryear are cleaned out.
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The sad result, reports Dr. Toole, is that historians must assess upon inadequate 
sources the American civilization during its fantastic era of progress. That era coinci­
dentally matches the life of Montana, 1880-1968.
Under the direction of Dr. Toole and Dale Johnson, the University of Montana Library 
archivist, substantial progress is being made in saving Montana history.
The goal of the program is to save the historical materials from spring cleaners and 
dumps and to make the records available to historical researchers according to the wishes 
of the original owners, heirs or donars.
Dr. Toole said the donation of raw historical materials to the University Library is 
a veritable service to higher education. He has more graduate students than he has 
manuscript collections for them to utilize in the writing of their masters thesis.
This summer, the University Library, with the aid of Dr. Toole and graduate students 
at the university, will scour the small towns and early ranches and businesses of Montana 
for historical materials.
With these efforts, the quest for Montana history continues.
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